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WELCOME! 



I am pleased that you can ^uTl^m 

join me in dedicating this lir®2 

newest improvement to SfejlF — ; : tU : Jm 

Hobart - Lake front Park. t|||| ' :|Mi 5 3L - 

As uv wrap up our 1997 
Sesquicentennial 
celebration this is a fitting 
event to close our 150th year. 

This day is extra special because we are able to share it with our 
Governor , Frank L O'Bannon. Governor O'Bannon has been a 
long time supporter of projects that breathe life and activity into 
Hoosier downtowns. There are few downtowns however that are 
as scenic as ours. We can be proud of this park and its 
contribution to both Lake George and our downtown. 

As with any project undertaken in a community, the work of many 
people made this day possible. The joint cooperation of the City 
Council and the Board of Park Commissioners zoos instrumental 
to our success. The City of Hobart is also indebted to the 
Hobart Industrial Economic Development Corporation (HIEDC) for 
its role in project conception and development. HIEDC helped secure 
grant funding and was our partner during the bond petition drive. 
Furthermore, thousands of dollars have been raised by this private 
organization and donated toward this civic improvement. Thank you 
for caring about your community in a truly unique and generous way. 

To all our citizens of Hobart and honored guests - please enjoy 
lukefront Park and lake George today and in the future. We 
leave a legacy to be visited and appreciated by generations to follow. 


Happy Birthday Hobart! 


Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 









PROGRAM 


Welcome - 


Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 


Flag Ceremony - 


American Legion Post #54 


Pledge of Allegiance - 

Students from all Hobart schools 

Introduction of Special Guests 
and Local Participants - 

Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 

Remarks - 

State Senator Rose Ann Antich 
State Representative Chester F. Dobis 
Congressman Peter J. Visclosky 
Governor Frank L O'Ban non 

Dedication Ceremony - 

Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 

Remarks - 

Patrick J. Romanchek, 

Past HIEDC President 
Sheila M. DeBonis, 

HIEDC Executive Director 
Jerry Quillen, President, 

Hobart Board of Park 
Commissioners 

Denarie A. Kane, City of Hobart 
Director of Development 

Acknowledgments - 


Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 


Musical entertainment provided by the 
Hobart High School Jazz Band and Wolff gang. 



HISTORY OF LAKEFRONT PARK 


When George Earle buUt a dam on Deep River in 1836, he 
created a body of water that would serve forever as the heart of Hobart. 
Lake George has served as the center of our business district, our 
cultural and recreational life and our identity as a community for the 
last 150 years. 

Today, we dedicate a park that continues in the tradition of our 
founding father. Like George Earle, we had a dream, we worked hard, 
we took a risk and we built on our future. It is with great pnde and 
exhilaration that we dedicate Lakefront Park during Hobart's 
Sesquicentennial Year. This is truly a most historic event to 
commemorate our city's growth and prosperity. 

It has been through a spirit of public and private cooperation 
that Lakefront Park and the Lake George restoration have succeeded. 

A combination of efforts by the City of Hobart, the State of Indiana, 
our federal government and local leadership spearheaded by the Hobart 
Industrial Economic Development Corporation (HIEDC) is why we 
are gathered here today. 

The vision for Lakefront Park began in 1986 when H1EDC 
gathered business and community leaders to develop a plan for 
Hobart's future, one that would capitalize on its greatest asset. Lake 
George. Improving the lake and quality of life in Hobart were viewed 
as the key tools for economic renewal both in the community at large 
and particularly in the doumtoum. 

The first phase of Hobart's lakefront development was the 
creation of Festival Park, dedicated in 1988, which transformed a 
former municipal dump site into a beautiful community park. Over 
50,000 visitors come each year to attend concerts at Revelli Bandshell 
and many other community events. Soon after Festival Park was 
completed, HIEDC began working to gain community and political 
support for Phase II to extend the park along the shores of Lake George 
into the doumtoum business district. Several state grants were 
awarded from the Indiana Department of Commerce and the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources for plan development, land 
acquisition and construction. On April 25,1994, Governor Evan 
Bayh came to Hobart to announce a grant of $615,000from the 
Indiana Department of Transportation ISTEA fund for the 
construction of the pathway, fishing pier, parking lot, park benches, 
lighting and landscaping. 


However, there was one piece of the project not yet accounted 
for - the foundation for the project which required the construction of a 
seawall. All outside funding sources had been exhausted and it zoos 
time to face the reality that local funding in an amount of 
approximately $1 million dollars was needed. This would be a major 
undertaking and the City had a pivotal role in deciding whether this 
second phase of lakefront development would happen and at what cost 
to the public. In addition, there were other concerns about Lake 
George that needed to be addressed: local funding for the pending 
Army Corps of Engineers' (ACOE) dredging project and the water 
quality of the lake. 

Only in office several weeks, Mayor Linda Buzinec pulled 
together all her resources to evaluate the comprehensive needs for the 
restoration of Lake George and the financing options available. Grant 
and permit deadlines for the park were looming. After thorough study 
and consultation, a three part park bond was proposed that included 
$1.5 million for the park, $1.6 million for the local match for the 
ACOE dredging project and $500,000 for the conversion of Brookview 
Utility, the major local polluter of Lake George waters. 

This comprehensive approach to revitalizing Lake George was 
endorsed by the City Council and Board of Park Commissioners. 
HIEDC pledged to work with the City to build public support and 
gather the signatures needed to pass the bond. In July 1996, 
approximately 150 volunteers from the City and HIEDC worked 
tirelessly to canvass every taxpayer in the City to support the bond. 
And the results were overwhelming. The bond petition was approved 
by the public with altol margin. The City Council then approved 
the bond by a unanimous vote. 

Construction of Lakefront Park began last fall and today we are 
gathered here for its dedication. Progress has also been made on the 
Brookview Utility project which is now owned by the City as well as 
the lake dredging project. All three of the Lake George projects are a 
fitting tribute to a heritage begun by Hobart's founder, George Earle. 
We honor his efforts then and our efforts now as we celebrate Hobart's 
Sesquicentennial and dedicate Lakefront Park where the citizens of 
Hobart and visitors to our City will gather for many years to come. In 
our hearts we are dedicating not only a park but also a commitment to 
the renewal of Lake George, our City and the people who live, work 
and visit here. 


LAKEFRONT PARK 

DEDICATED OCTOBER 28. 1997 

This park was dedicated during Hobart's Sesquicentennia) Year and named in recognition of 
Lake George. This scenic lake is a symbol of our community's creation that began when 
founder George Earle dammed the Deep River. May the waters of Lake George provide 
natural beauty and recreational opportunities for our citizens for centuries 
to come and may it continue to be the heart of Hobart. 

The gazebo on the fishing pier is named 

in memory of Calvin E. Green, Jr., 

who served as Hobart's mayor from 1976 through 1987. 

Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 

Hobart City Council 

Robert L. Paulson, President 
Thomas P. Campbell 
Carl L. Lindsey, Jr. 

Donald Potrebic 

Board of Park and Recreation Commissioners 

Jerry Quillen, President Patricia L. Kicinski 

Judith Buncich Brian P. Schwuchow 

Board of Public Works and Safety 
Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 
S. Gerald Hicks 
Hilario Barrasas, Jr. 

Richard L. Kobza, Clerk-Treasurer 
John P. Bushemi, City Attorney 
Denarie A. Kane, Director of Development 
Steven Truchan, Jr., City Engineer 
Michael E. Ellis, Park Superintendent 
James M. Mandon, Planning Consultant 

Contractor: Larson-Danielson Construction Co., Inc., LaPorte, Indiana 
Design Engineer: Bonar Group, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
Clock Tower Design: Fred Collins Architects, Hobart, Indiana 
Construction Observation: Robinson Engineering, Ltd., Merrillville, Indiana 


Ron Blake 

Matthew D. Claussen 
Margaret J. Kuchta 


With gratitude to U.S. Congressman Peter J. Visclosky, the 
Congress of the United States, and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for their efforts to enhance and deepen Lake George. 
Financial support also provided by the Build Indiana Fund, 
the Hobart Board of Park Commissioners, 
and the Hobart Sanitary District. 

Special thanks and recognition to the leaders and agencies of the 
State of Indiana and Lake County for their support in the 
development of Lakefront Park. 

Governor Frank L. O’Bannon 
Governor Evan Bayh 
State Representative Chester F. Dobis 
State Senator Rose Ann Antich 
State Senator Earline Rogers 
Lake County Councilman Robert F. Crossk 

Indiana Department of Commerce: 

Neighborhood Assistance Program 
Community Planning Fund 
Local Economic Development Organization Program 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources: 

Indiana Waters Program 
Land & Water Conservation Fund 

Indiana Department of Transportation: 

Intermodal Surface Transportation Act 

Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission 

Lake County Council 

Lake County Economic Development Authority 


With thanks and appreciation to those who shared a vision 
for the revitalization of Hobart's greatest natural resource, Lake George, 
and who persevered to realize their dreams. 

Hobart Industrial Economic Development Corporation (HIEDC) 

Officers 1996*97 

Pat Romanchek, President James H. Greiner, Treasurer 

David Lasser, Vice President Patricia A. Rees, Secretary 

Sheila M. DeBonis, Executive Director 
Board of Directors 1990-97 


Zeta Allen 

Dr. Jack Leach 

Chris Blank 

Dottie Leonard 

Alyce Butler 

Glenn E. Main 

Mayor Linda Buzinec 

Mayor Robert Malizzo 

Don Caldwell 

James M. Mandon 

Scott Carlson 

Dorothy Nicoloff 

Mark Dartt 

David Phelps 

Ronald Doneff, M.D. 

Robert Ray, D.D.S. 

Thomas R. Ehrhardt 

Robert J. Schaefer 

Scott Frey 

Cal Shearer 

Polly K. Hunt 

Wayne Snider 

Beth Kaminski 

Phillip Speer 

Allen Kent 

Milt Triana 

Charles Kirkland 

Councilman Margaret J. Kuchta 

April E. Wooden „ 


"INDIANA WATERS” 

A FISHING AND BOATING ACCESS PROGRAM 

THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN DEVELOPED BY THE 

CITY OF HOBART DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND IS SUPPORTED BY THE FEDERAL 
DINGELL-JOHNSON SPORT FISH RESTORATION PROGRAM. 
THE PROGRAM IS PAID FOR BY ANGLERS AND BOATERS THROUGH 
A TAX ON FISHING EQUIPMENT AND MOTORBOAT FUELS 




DIVISION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION 
INDIANA DEPARTMENT 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CITY OF HOBART 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS 



Leadership Gifts 

John W. Anderson Foundation 
Barrington Ridge & Arbor Lane, Greiner Developers 

City of Hobart 
HFS Bank. F.S.B. 

HIEDC Fundraisers 
Robert E. Kane 
NIPSCO 

Jerry & Mary Jane Rees 

Rees Funeral Homes, Patricia A. Rees & James J. Krause 
St. Mary Medical Center, Milt Triana, C.E.O. 


Commercial In-Sites, Inc. 

Anthony & Sheila DeBonis, 
Michael & Daniel 
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Doneff 
Hobart Lumber Company, 

Bruce & Mark Haller & Families 
Hobart Rotary Club 
Polly K. Hunt, Ginter Realty 


Kirkland & Associates, CPAs, 
Charles & Denise Kirkland 
NBD Bank, N.A. 

Paul Heuring Motors 
Patty Rees, Patrick Romanchek, 
Scott & P.J. 

Wiseway Food Center 


Bank One, Indiana N.A. 
Arlene & Walt Elisha 
GTE 

Russ Guilford 
Harold Helin 
Hobart Kiwanis Club 


Joan & Nic Holzmer 
Jim & Jane Krause 
Krull & Sons 

Milton & Mary Mock & Family 
Dr. Robert & Mary Ray, 

Brian & Krissy 


Area Sheet Metal, 

Dave & Dottie Leonard 
Roy D. Becker 

Charter Behavioral Health System of 
Northwest Indiana 
Family Express Corporation 
Foremost Liquors, Phil Wiley 
Louis & Betty Heller 
Hobart Tri-Kappa, Epsilon Zeta Chapter 
Mr. & Mrs. William Isakson 
Theodore & Marla Leonas 


Anna & Dorothy Nicoloff 
Northwest Indiana Water Company 
Phi Beta Psi Sorority, 

Theta Rho Chapter 
Pinnacle Bank 
Post-Tribune 

Edward Prusiecki, Art Theatre 
St. Bridget Catholic Church 
Strack & Van Til Mega Mart 
The Times 

Robert & Mary Walker 






Generous Gifts 


Air Tek, Inc., Proimos Family 
Robert & Zeta Allen 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit Post #54 
Richard, Marcia, Mark, Megan & Mike 
Anderson 
Bonar Group 

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory 

Century 21, Thomas & Immel 

Bette Clayton 

Carole & Dale Cobble 

In honor of Robert & Carol Forney 

Scott & Nancy Fox 

Frey’s Hobart Dairy Queen 

Hobart Animal Clinic, Inc. 

Hobart Chamber of Commerce 
Hobart High School Class of 1956 
Hobart Pool Association - Est. 1962 
Kenneth & Patricia Hoeg 
Indiana Botanic Gardens 
Councilman Margaret J. Kuchta 


In honor of James & Eleanore Leonard 

Bill & Marian Leets 

Luke Oil Company 

Jim & Marge Marler 

Midwest Products Company, 

Frank Garcher 
Bill & Sue Modrak 
Helen, Marge & Irene Pachapa 
Donald M. Phillips, M.D. 

Joel & Deana Remaley 

Ron Sadelack, Lake George Marathon 

John & Anita Sakes 

Ginger & Donald Shurr 

Ed & Mary Silich 

Smith & DeBonis, Attorneys at Law 
Snow 'N Son 
Phillip & Marcia Speer 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
Cas & Catherine Wiseman 


Aldon Builders, Inc. 

Anderson Development Corporation 
Augustana Lutheran Church 
In honor of A.P. Bonaventura, Jr., M.D. 
Mayor Linda Buzinec 
C & C Builders, Inc. 

Caremet, Inc., Miller’s Merry Manor 
Curley Masonry Supply, Inc. 

Charlie & Janet Deal 

Dunes Electrical Supply Co., Inc. 

B.P.O. Elks Hobart Lodge #1152 
Thomas R. & Rosemarie Ehrhardt 
Raleigh & Judith Enslen 
Evergreen Memorial Park Cemetery & 
Mausoleum 

Flaharty Construction, Inc., 

Wayne & Connie Flaharty 
Foreman Elementary School 
The German Band, Inc. 

Hecimovich Builders, Inc. 

Hobart Garden Club 
Hobart Lions Club 


Hobart Main Street Association 

Lake Federated Women’s Club 

Lake George Improvement Association 

Glenn & Norma Main 

Mayor Robert Malizzo & Family 

Dennis & Sandra Mclntire 

The Bob McIntyre Family 

The Mulligan Family 

Leonard Ols 

David & Barbara Phelps, 

Thomas, Michael & Christina 
Charles D. & Lorraine Smith 
Southlake Development, Inc., 

Dale Thorn 

Eugene & Leah Swayk 
Task Force Tips, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Harold E. Thompson 
Torrenga Engineering, Inc. 

USA Waste - Hickory Hills Landfill 
Zeta & Howard Wittman Family 
Jane S. Woodruff 




Sustaining Gifts 


Abbott's Restaurant 
Air-Temp Mechanical, Inc. 

Ben Alexander, State Farm Insurance 
Eric & Stacey E. Allen 
Robert & Nancy Andrews, 

Jeffrey & Gregory 

Balash Towing, Gene & Sandra Balash 

David Balash, Brenda & Bob Toby 

Pete Batistatos, George Fitusis & Families 

Earl & Rhoda Benzer 

Boy Scout Troop *42 

Boy Scout Troop *69 

Betty Bracken 

Bright Spot Restaurant 

City Improvement Committee 

County Line Orchard, 

David & Bonnie McAfee 
Davis Petroleum, Inc. 

Deep River Pointe 
Alon N. Dickson 

In honor of Joseph & Lucille Euvino 
Joanne Fedorchak 
Rhoda Fifield 

First Unitarian Church of Hobart 
Formas Mechanical Industries 
G. M. Enterprises, Inc. 

George Earle Elementary School 

The Roland & Jennie Grabill Family 

Jack & Diana Greenberg 

Guarantee Supply 

HHI Wholesale Home Center 

Hampshire Park Apartments 

Dr. & Mrs. James M. & Janet M. Herrick 

S. Gerald & Patricia Hicks 

Hobart Girls Softball League, Inc. 

Hobart High School. 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Hobart Jaycees 

Hobart/John Wood Girl Scouts 
Hobart Middle School 
Hobart Moose Lodge *783 
Hobart Subway 

Hobart Tri Kappa Associates, 

Epsilon Zeta Chapter 
Joan Martin Elementary School 
David S. Jackson 


Just for Kicks, Rich & Joyce 

Kara s Hair Studio, David & Kara Watts 

Wally & Sue Kirkilewski 

Knights of Columbus, St. Thomas Council 

Lakeview Apartments 

Al & Norma Lewis 

In honor of Carmie Lewis 

Robert & Carmie Lewis 

Liberty Elementary School Student Council 

Like New Home Furnishings, Inc. 

Donald & Patricia Luke 

Dorothy H. Maud 

The Glenn McAfee Family 

Merwyn & Teresa Mears 

Monarch Oil & Supply Company, Inc. 

Mundell Elementary School PTO, 1991-92 

J. F. New & Associates 

Nicolosi Mason Contractors, Inc. 

Rod Parker, Corsair C1TGO 

Phi Beta Psi Sorority, Theta Rho Associates 

The Piscione Family 

Plastic Line Manufacturing, Inc. 

Quick Sign Company, Cindi Lahaie 
The David & Ramona Pfeifer Family 
Ray's Heating & Cooling. Inc. 

Ridge View Elementary School 

Jeff & Karen Robbins, Kimberly & Jeffrey 

St. Bridget School 

Sam's Club 

John & Fran Sapper 

Cal & Vayda Shearer 

Sigma Upsilon Alpha Pi 

Southlake M O M s 

John & Debi Serratto 

Helen R. Stewart 

Max & Fern Thompson 

Tri-County Electric, Inc. 

Trim-A-Seal 

Trinity Lutheran School 

The VanDerKolks & Jake 

The Vulpitta Families 

Waste Management of NW Indiana 

Willey Freight Ways, Inc. 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Williams 
Wills Oil Company 
April E. Wooden, Attorney 




In Loving Memory 


Peter J. & Antonia W. Bosse 
Jo Bruscemi 

Edward J. & Genevieve P. Burns 
Paul Clayton, Sr. & Paul Clayton, Jr. 
Bill Davis 

Charles & Evelyn Erwin 
David Evans 
Robert E. Fedorchak 
Ted Ferkinhoff 
Angeline Fesi 
Anthony "Tony" Fesi, Sr. 

Betty Frey 
Jack Galler 
Nicholas J. Galler 
Barry G. Geib 
Mayor Cal Green 
Russ Guilford 
Harold Helin 
Dr. Richard Herrick 
J. Paul Heuring 
Deceased Members of the 
Hobart Lions Club 
Paul Hohrum 
H. "Porky" Ittel 
Mark J. Ittel 
Marge Hott 
Rey Jimenez, Jr. 

Robert Kane 


Mercedes Sunshine Kidwell 

Pearl & Emanuel Krulik 

Arthur H. Ledyard 

Walter & Ruby Loomis 

Bonnie Jean Hill Luttinen 

David M. Mackey 

Walter F. MacPherson 

Glenn McAfee 

Clyde & Betty McMillan 

Rhonda L. Michael 

Milton Mock 

Ray Nelson 

Irene Pachapa 

David Pfeifer 

Keith E. Ruark 

Jeff A. Ruchti 

Carl & Doris Schavey 

Joe Shirk, Sr. 

Deceased Members Of 
Sigma Upsilon Alpha Pi Sorority 
Leo & Clara Skiba 
Waldo L. Stewart 
Carol Ann Sulak 

Bob G. Thomas & Bobby Thomas, Jr. 
Harold H. Thompson 
Esther Nelson Williams 
Woody, Ruby & Paul "Woody" 
Woodruff 


WITH SPECIAL THANKS 
JERRY & MARY JANE REES 

WE REALIZE THAT WHAT WE ARE ACCOMPLISHING 
IS A DROP IN THE OCEAN. 

BUT IF THIS DROP WERE NOT IN THE OCEAN, 

IT WOULD BE MISSED. 

MOTHER TERESA 
(1910 - 1997) 





In honor of the 

HIEDC Fundraisers 

Helen Galler, Chairperson 
Teresa Mears, Secretary 


Fran Ballard 
Rhoda Benzer 
Mary Jane Bouque 
Betty Bodnar 
Betty Bracken 
Ursula Cano 
Jerry & Edie Chudzicki 
Virginia Curtis 
Sue Davies 
Joanne Fedorchak 
Marilyn George 
Helen Goodyear 
Marge Hott 
Lorraine Huffman 


Gloria Immel 

Wally & Sue Kirkilewski 

Margaret J. Kuchta 

Carmie Lewis 

Debbie Lucas 

Dorothy Nicoloff 

Helen, Marge & Irene Pachapa 

Virginia Rettig 

Midge Ruwaldt 

Jacquie Sofranoff 

Debbie Streeter 

Hazel Thomas 

Mary Ann Thompson 

Mary Walker 











THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS 
DONATIONS FOR THE SESQUICENTENNIAL DEDICATION 
OF LAKEFRONT PARK! 

Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO) 

Rees Funeral Home 
St. Mary Medical Center 
HFS Bank 

Northwest Indiana Water Company 
Foremost Liquors, Phil Wiley 
Sapper's Farm Market 
Mayor Linda M. Buzinec 
Hobart Department of Public Parks 

Hobart Industrial Economic Development Corporation (HIEDC) 
School City of Hobart 

THE BALLONS ARE BIODEGRADABLE. 


PERSONS WISHING TO PURCHASE A COMMEMORATIVE 
BRICK TO BE INSTALLED AT LAKEFRONT PARK 
SHOULD CONTACT THE HOBART PARK DEPARTMENT 
AT 942-2987. 



